
Joeyglide 08 
We commenced our journey to Benalla at 5 am leaving our home in Brisbane.  We planned the drive 

to be done over two days, with the first day being the longest, about 15 hrs and the second around 5 

hrs.  The journey had begun. 

We pulled up for fuel at Gilgandra and as I checked the glider we ran into a problem.  The cradle had 

slipped a little bit which meant we had to re-adjust it.  This meant pulling the wings out, to allow Dad 

and I, to get inside the trailer to pull the fuselage forward on the cradle.  This created much of a stir 

as many bemused truck drivers would look and stare at us moving wings and the fuse about.  One 

truck driver was silly enough to come and ask a few questions, lucky for Dad and I that meant we 

had another set of hands, and the truck driver was promptly given a task for his curiosity.  After all 

was said and done we headed off to our first stop at West Wylong arriving at 9: 30 pm.  Dad and I 

ate our dinner quickly, put the air con on full bore and went to bed after a long day on the road.  

The 2nd day started at a leisurely 9 am with a relatively short 450km drive to Benalla.  We headed off 

relatively confident that we would arrive just after lunch, where we would rig the glider and maybe 

even fly in the after-noon (last light is around 2000 hrs).  We drove through a Locust plague for 

about 150km and the car was completely covered in dead locusts, the sound was deafening, like 

driving through hail.   

On the way one of the tyres was looking a little low and there was a slight vibration coming from the 

trailer.  We decided to give it a quick check just to make sure, luckily we checked it.  The tyre had 

started to de-laminate with various bits of tread missing and the steel belt showing. A valuable 

lesson about glider trailers, always check that your car tyre wrench will in fact fit on the trailer tyre 

ƴǳǘǎΣ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ ƻǳǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΣ ƭǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘȅ ǘƻƻƭ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƪŜǘ ǎŜǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 

us to change the trailer tyre.  Another lesson, make sure you check the glider trailer spare tyre 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ ƧƻƪƛƴƎΣ ΨƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǊŜΣ Ƙŀ ƘŀΦΩ  More father and son team work was needed to change the tyre and fit it with the 

spare.  We arrived at Benalla at around 2 pm and I must say it was a great feeling to arrive there 

after the long and eventful drive.  We decided to rig the glider that after noon and fly the next day. 

I flew locally and headed off towards Tocumwall and got a feel for the area.  The large lake about 

5km to the North of the field would prove to be a landmark which would create some interesting 

final glides for some competitors. 

Official Practice day 6th Dec: 

The forecast for the day was to be blue with max heights of 5000 ft with a max temp of 24 degrees.  

After battling to stay aloft I decided to land back at the field, rather than outland before the first day.  

It was a good choice as two people out landed that day as well as three more landed back at the 

field not completing the task.  

 

 



Day One. 

The forecast for the day was similar to the day before which did not excite the juniors.  We were 

sent South for the first turn with the second towards the North coming straight over the field.  I 

reached the outer radius of the first turn and headed North to the second point, flying back over the 

field.  I found no lift and found myself over head the field at 1200 agl.  I went towards a large square 

patch of trees which had worked for me in the previous two days.  I tried to find a thermal whilst 

starting to check my altimeter more and more regularly,  as the trees got closer and closer, I decided 

to turn and head to the field, doing a straight in on runway 26.  I was joined by another two who 

decided to land at the field.  Overall half the field did the task, 7/14. 

Task:  Benalla- Nillahcootie- Corowa- Shepparton- Glenrowan- Benalla (159- 501km) 

Distance: 28km 

Speed: N/A 

 

Day Two 

I had a great start to the task averaging around 95 km/hr off the stick.  As I turned the final turn 

point, I had planned to travel around 90km in the last hr, this ended up taking me close to 1:45 hr.  I 

got low near the Murray River and struggled climbing into 1-2 knot climbs for the rest of the day 

until I got my final glide over the Warrumbungle ranges.  Overall last place for the day, a 

disappointing start to the competition.  

Task: Benalla- Walbundrie- Yarrawonga- Glenrowan- Benalla (172-393km) 

Distance: 230km 

Speed: 61kph 

 

Day Three 

I thought to myself that I could only fly better and I was more confident today.  The day looked a bit 

better and the average climbs were around 4-5 knots.  It was a good change to have a speed task 

and  I enjoyed myself and I placed higher up on the scorecard which was to my delight as well as my 

hard working crew (Dad). 

Task: Benalla- Rennie- Walbundrie (253km) 

Distance: 231km 

Speed: 74kph 

 

 

 



Day Four 

A speed task was set for around 300km heading to the North.  The front was approaching and there 

was high cirrus coming in.  A shortened 200km task was set.  It turned out to be the best day of 

flying with average climbs of around 8-10 knots, depending who you asked.  The maximum height of 

convection was around 7500 feet.  I ended up doing 104.8 kph and ended up in sixth, with only 4 kph 

separating 6th to 2nd with Nathan Johnston winning the day with over 120kph.  At least I ended on a 

high note. 

Task: Benalla- Dookie- Peechelba East- Nilahcootie- Benalla 

Distance: 206km 

Speed: 105kph 

 

Conclusion 

Before the Joeyglide competition, I was approached by the comps director, Heath Le Strange, to 

represent Australia against ǘƘŜ YƛǿƛΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ¢Ǌŀƴǎ ¢ŀǎƳŀƴ Trophy, a trophy in which two 

pilots, one from Australia and one from New Zealand with similar total times compete against each 

other during the Joeyglide comp. After feeling the pressure on the first two days I was relieved that I 

had stretched my lead sufficiently to win the Junior Trans Tasman trophy for Australia. Pretty happy 

about that. 

 I ended up 10th for the competition having learnt more about flying in different conditions, mainly 

blue days, and had a lot of fun in the process.  I can honestly say that all junior pilots(under 25) 

should be attending Joeyglide as either a competitor or coacheeΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻŀŎƘŜŜΩǎ had the privilege of 

riding in a choice of three Duo Discus, (not bad if you learnt to fly in a Blanik). 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to you Ian, as President of the Gliding Queensland and your 

fellow committee members for financially supporting me.  I thoroughly enjoyed the learning 

experience, competition and camaraderie of everyone there, it was a fantastic time.  Special 

mention should also be made for Graeme Garlick and Max Kirschner of GCV for their briefings and 

general co-operation.  Heath Le Strange also did a fantastic job as comps director.  I ŎŀƴΩǘ wait to go 

to this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Joeyglide at Narromine, Dec 12-19, 2009. 

 






